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11.  It is said that the German Social Democrats who are opposed
to the war have become " defeatists " and beg us not to give in to
German imperialism. [To this our reply is that] we accepted " de-
featism " only with reference to our own imperialistic bourgeoisie,
but we always opposed a victory over the imperialism of other
countries if that victory had to be obtained through a union, real
or formal, with a " friendly " imperialistic Power. The argument is
thus a repetition of the preceding one. If the German Left-Wing
Socialists should make us a proposal to delay a separate peace for a
definite period and guarantee to us that during that time Germany
would have a revolution, then we should have a different situation.
But they have no such proposition to make. On the contrary, they
say this : " Eesist as long as you can and then decide in accordance
with the best interests of the Russian Socialist Revolution, because
at present it is impossible to say anything positive about the German
revolution ".

12.  It is said that in our party declaration we " promised " that
we should wage a revolutionary war and that the conclusion of a
separate peace is therefore a failure to keep our word. This is not
true. We talked of the necessity for a Socialist government during
the period of imperialism " to prepare to wage " a revolutionary
war. We advocated this in opposition to the theory of abstract
pacifism, against the theory which absolutely rejects the " defence
of .the fatherland ", and, finally, against the selfish instincts of certain
groups of soldiers, but we never assumed the obligation to wage a
revolutionary war regardless of whether time and conditions were
favourable for such a war.

We should by all means prepare now for a revolutionary war.
We live up to our promises now as we have in the past, whenever it
is possible to carry them out immediately. We have abrogated the
secret treaties, we have offered all nations a just peace, and we have
prolonged in various ways the peace negotiations so as to give other
nations a chance to join.

The question whether it is possible to undertake at once a
revolutionary war must be answered solely from the point of view
of actual conditions and the interest of the Socialist Revolution
which has already begun.

13.  If we summarize the arguments for an immediate revolu-
tionary war, we shall find that the policy advocated in them is
capable of giving satisfaction to those who crave the romantic and